VI

THE CAMPAIGN OF 1651

75

they came, a panic ensued. Throwing down their arms
they fairly ran, nor stopped till they reached Edinburgh.

The fall of Edinburgh Castle ended the campaign of
1650. Monk had been appointed governor of the city,
and with the duties of his office and the preparations
for the next campaign he was occupied during the
winter. By February, however, in the following year,
he was at active work again. Tantallon Castle was
his first care, and by the aid of the splendid siege-train
he had organised he battered the ancient stronghold
of the Douglas into submission in forty-eight hours:
Blackness Castle on the Forth followed in March; and
thus by the time spring had fairly begun the way was
cleared for the real object of the campaign, and Monk's
services were rewarded with the substantive rank in
which he had been acting.

Leslie during the winter had reorganised his army,
and was occupying an intrenched position at Torwood, to
the north of Falkirk, covering Stirling. Beyond him
the government was being carried on in security at
Perth. The Torwood position was far too strong for
a direct attack to be risked. Every endeavour to turn
it or to tempt Leslie to leave failed, and yet it was im-
perative that he should be dislodged.

Who suggested the daring manoeuvre Tby which the
end was at last achieved we do not know. At this
time Monk was higher in his commander's counsels
than ever. Brilliant tactician as he was, Cromwell had
hitherto given little evidence of far-sighted strategy.
He was not a trained soldier, and Lambert was only a
talented civilian like himself. Deane had had no scien-
tific training in the continental school, nor did he joinle on the supposition that Cromwell had previously
